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For a long time Dr. Priestley stared at the note with-
out speaking. He appeared to be examining the signa-
ture but, as a matter of fact, he was doing nothing ot
the kind. He was marvelling at the amazing coincidence
which had established a link between Ernest Venner and
Charles Alcott,
When at last he looked up, Hanslet saw a queer smile
at the corner of his mouth. " I do not think you need
waste your time trying to get into touch with the man
who signed this note, Superintendent/' he said.
" How's that, Professor?" asked Hanslet. "He
could tell us where he got it from, and so in time we
might trace it back to Venner/'
" He might, if he were alive/' replied Dr. Priestley.
4* But I have every reason to believe that he died on
January i8th/'
" Why, you don't mean to say that you knew him,
Professor?" exclaimed Hanslet, in a startled voice.
" I cannot say that I knew him. But I think that I
can give you some information concerning him." Dr.
Priestley opened a drawer of his desk, from which he
produced the cutting from the Weyford Standard which
Sergeant Blewitt ha,d given him. " It may interest you
to read that/' he said, as he handed it to the
Superintendent.
Hanslet read it through, looking more and more-
puzzled as he proceeded. " An old assistant ot Sii
Alured's!" he exclaimed at last. " And you think that
this poor chap is the man who signed the note, Pro-
fessor?"
" I think it probable/' Dr. Priestley replied. " The
name is the same, but that is not everything. You will
observe that the word Charles on the note is abbreviated